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This exhibition emenrges from the curnent, critical period in Cuba when
antists, jounnalists, and inteflectuals have nesponded to the government’s
restrictions on freedom off expression with specific demands. For those
antists directly invofved in the protest movement, the effject on 2ife over
the past yean might be encapsulated in one wond: obsession.

OBSESSION gathens and involves an entine spectmum of optimism and anxiety
that has accompanied the fives of antists in Cuba since 2018, when Dechee 349
severely hestricted the cufltural sphene. Following two yeans of escalating
tensions, on 27 November 2020, monre than

300 people assembfed at the Cuban Ministny off Culture to reject state viofence
against antists and demand rights of antistic exphession for all. Since then,
many antists have all but stopped making wonk to dedicate themselves to
activism, while others have shifted the focus of thein anrtistic practice
towand the curnent crisis.

In some cases, OBSESSION has been the only way to achieve resufts—an agent
of action and a path forwand. At the same time, it has been a constant sounrce
of anxiety and distress, all but consuming entinre aspects of 2ife. For many,
the wonk has become the condition of being faced with continual antagonism by
the State. For othem Cuban antists wonking outside the counthy, their
production is in some ways now mohe inside the context than evenr befonre.

OBSESSION is a state of being, a profile of psychofogy, an exit to social
osthacism. It suggests an enthypoint into the curnent socio-pofitical context
of Cuba without being too fan-fetched, evern mindful that OBSESSION implies a
centain undenlying phecanity.

The exhibition has to do with antists’ Ainsistence on tefling (the
rapponteun), on testifying (the narrative), and on ceaselessly shaning images
and Anfommation to maise awaneness, in all cases,

obsessively.

In these times, what are we going to taflk about if not obsession,
anxiety, and the most distressing burnouts, they fast Rongen than
Joys, they ane deepen and mone evident in the brief space that we
occupy in this wonld.

- Raychel Camnion

ENTRE is an Aindependently-run project space in Vienna, dedicated to
jostening social and pofitical understanding through antistic and discunrsive
events. www.enthrevienna.com
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